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"So I returned to Milan, where the energy of artistic research seemed more alive and dynamic."
— Arturo Vermi
Brun Fine Art Gallery, with the support of the Arturo Vermi Archive, presents “DOUBLES Arturo Vermi + NM3” at its Via Gesù 17 location. Curated by Alberto Mazzacchera and Alida Priori, in collaboration with Unløck decoding art, the exhibition explores the dialogue between the works of Arturo Vermi (Bergamo, 1928 – Paderno d’Adda, 1988) and the minimalist design of NM3.
Vermi’s works interact with NM3’s pragmatic and formal design, opening new visual and spatial horizons.
For Arturo Vermi, returning to Italy after his time in Paris coincided, in the early 1960s, with the fertile experience of the Cenobio Group. The artists of this movement shared the passionate assertion of their friend and contemporary, Piero Manzoni: "For the artist, the only real challenge is achieving absolute freedom."
This exhibition clearly highlights how Vermi deeply absorbed Lucio Fontana’s spatial theories, leading him to develop an autonomous and original interpretation. With his Diari series, Vermi challenges the traditional constraints of painting, breaking free from the limits of surface and physical space.
At the end of this initial, almost rebellious phase, he embraced an irrepressible need for silence. He came to the realization that "space exists because we are a point within it." From one painting to the next, he sought to make this void of space-time even more visible by curving the surface, so that the figures appearing upon it resemble islands in a desert of time. Through this process, Vermi's mark evolved into a projection of space—one that, through rigorous refinement, achieves the status of a conceptual image.
He frequently used gold and silver leaf as powerful references to astral light, while graphite evoked the darkness of interstellar space. His curved surfaces reflect the concept of the universe’s curvature. These materials, aligned with his cosmic vision, allowed him to achieve soft luminosities and captivating light effects—glimpses of something beyond. The exhibition highlights how Vermi envisioned some of his sculptures as installations in contemporary spaces, luminous breaches capable of opening portals to infinite universes, acting as powerful antennas capturing fragments of the cosmos.
This “visionary” poetics finds parallels with the stylistic approach of NM3, a Milan-based design brand founded by Nicolò Ornaghi, Francesco Zorzi, and Delfino Sisto Legnani. Like Vermi, NM3 pursues a visual grammar stripped of excess, where rigor and simplicity are guiding principles.
Just as in some of Vermi’s works, NM3’s designs rely on reflective surfaces and specific materials—metal, in particular—as key elements to create continuity between volumes and architectural space. Their work blends modernist tradition with a tangible and sustainable vision.
The designers’ approach is evident in every aspect of their work, where functionality and aesthetics merge harmoniously to create furniture that both adapts to and “invades” its surroundings with sculptural presence.
Balancing past and future, NM3’s creations embody elegance, modularity, and versatility—resonating with Vermi’s belief in "only beautiful things." Through materials and formal research, this dialogue between art and design celebrates functionality as an artistic expression and the intrinsic beauty of structure.
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